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'Tora! Tora! Tora! official
feels film is timely today

»~ By Harold Morse

Star-Bulletin Writer

- - Stan Hough, 20th Cenfury-

Fox production manager,
fhinks “Tora! Tora! Toral,”
* the film that tells the story of

Dec, 7, 1941 at Pearl Harbor,
is~“‘timely today,” more than
27-years later.

- This is because the film
porirays ‘‘the maneuvering
behind the scenes, I think on
. {he part of both governments
© ¢Japan and the United
. States) that put them on an
. absolute collision course,”
. Hough said.

He stopped in Honolulu on
- his way back from negotia-
. tions in Tokyo for the Japa-
~ nese segment of the 20th
. Century-Fox film, leaving for
" Los Angeles today.
. Hough relaxed in his pent-
house suite at the Ambassa-
dor Hotel and mused abouf
what happens in a situation
like pre-Pearl Harbor 1941,

“IT BECOMES a series of
confrontations, and they (the
two countries involved) final-
ly maneuver themselves (o
 where there’s no escape in
the process and away you
go.”

- Hough first laid eyes on

. Pearl Harbor about a week
. after the Japanese attack.

' ‘He was a Navy photogra-
pher’s mate. He's still con-
cerned with pictures of Pearl
Harbor hut on a much differ-
ent plane.

Hough is overseeing the
entire “Tora! Tora! Tora!”
epic, a_ task he never
dreamed he’d have in that
dark December when he
viewed the shattered hulks of
the Arizona, Oklahoma, Utah
and California from the deck
of a “broken-down trans-
port.” :

The transporf was docked
at San' Diego on Dec. 7 and
" sailed  for Pearl Harbor
shortly after.

' The ship was so crowded
that “people slept on the
deck.”

WHEN IT PULLED into
Pearl Harbor, sailors and
Marines “were just lining
the deck” viewing the wreck-

Stan Hough
age that Japanese bombs left
the weelk before.

“I was just wondering
when and if I'd ever get

home again at that point,” -

Hough recalled.

Not long before the war
Hough seemed certain to
land a spot on a major
league baseball team.

In the summer of 1941 he
was ham merin g Pacific
Coast League pitching as a
slugging outfielder and first

‘bhaseman on the St. Louis

Cardinal farm club of Sacra-
mento.

That season he hit .280 and
slammed about a dozen
home runs. '

But after the war, Hough
decided he had been away
from baseball too long.

He had done odd jobs for
20th Century-Fox before

Pearl Harbor and decided to

return to movie-making.

HOUGH BECAME an as-
sistant director and has
“done a little hit of every-
thing” since then, including
writing,

He wrote two original sto-
vies for films, “Bandolero,”
starring Raquel Welch, and

the forthcoming ‘‘Undefeat-
ed,” starring John Wayne.

“I wanted to spend a day
with the shooting company
here,” Hough said of his Ho-
nolulu “Tora! Tora! Tora!”
stop-over. :

Hough said 20th Century-
Fox has “honestly made the
film as factual, as accurate
as we know how to do it.

“We used Japanese writers
and certainly a lot of their
researchers.

“We have eight or nine
weeks of shooting in Japan
still to do. We have complet-
ed some shooting in Wash-
ington, D.C. Our picture ends
with the attack on Pear] Har-
bor,” Hough explained.

“All of the film, including
the strafing, planes, ships
and the explosions,” is being
produced, he said. “There
won't be one foot of stock
film in this picture.”

OF THE Pearl Harbor at-

' tack istself, Hough noted that

thee Japanese ‘really
couldn’t believe that they
had achieved such complete
surprise.”

If American carriers had
been in the harbor and sunk,
“it could have set back the
war a couple of years, be-
cause they (Japanese) were
looking for them. They were
priority targets.”

Mg al v Toral | Toral?
doesn’t blame any U.S. offi-
cials for the Pearl Harbor
disaster, Hough said.

“We don’t point the finger
at anyone. There’s no doubt
there was a breakdown in
communications.”

Hough described “Tora!
Tora! Tora!” as one of the
“three or four’ biggest film
production of all time.

'The Japanese are “‘keenly

interested” in it, he said.
“I'm sure it will be very

successful in Japan.”

; “What really we like about
it 'is the way that it tells both
sides. It’s not a slanted sto-
ry,” Hough said.

Filming in Japan will re-
sume March 3. Some attack
scenes already have heen
filmed here.
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