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$56,000
Estimated
Damages

Vandals ransacked and set
fire to Poe Junior High School,
814 Aransas Ave., early Sunday,
causing $56,000 damage. |

1t took 50 firemen an hour fo|
squelch the two-alarm blaze. |

Two classrooms were ftotally
destroyed, and two others re-
ceived extensive damage.

School officials said classes|
would be held as scheduled
Monday morning. The auditori-
um and the cafeteria will be
utilized as ift  class-
rooms until renovation of the‘

damaged rooms is completed.

Police said at least three|
separate fires were started. Two|
were ignited in classrooms.
There desks and chairs were
piled together in the center of
the rooms and were then set
ablaze. The third fire was set
in a locker in the hallway. This
fire spread to several other lock-
ers and damaged that section
of the halfway.

Before leaving, the vandals
wrote ca one of the blackboards:
“Poe Jr. High is going.” Offi-
cers said the message was writ-
ten with incorrect spelling.

The arsonists broke in|
through a rear door and also
took a microphone and an am-
plifier from the school auditori-
um. These articles were later
found by officers discarded in
an alley in the 400 blonk of Por-
ter St.

W. S. Brizendine, director of
buildings for the San Aatonio|
Independent School District,
estimated damage to the build-
ing at $50,000. He set a $6,000
figire {o damage fo contents|
and fixtures. Chairs and desks
were the main portion of the
contents burned.

There was smoke damage to
the entire school.

The vandals also ransacked
an office, but school officials
had not determined what if
anything was faken from it.

A crew of about 40 men
worked all day Sunday in order
to be able fo have classes Mon-

ay.
The fire was discovered short-|
1y before 7 a.m. Sunday.
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Staff Sérgeuhi P;eﬁénied

F Comendchon Medal

Captain J. D. Sargent,
pinning the Air Force
James J. Roberts.

?

Staff Sergeant James J. Rob-
erts distinguished himself by |
meritorius service as NCOIC,
Tactical Operations, 463rd
Troop Carrier Wing from Oc-
tober 7, 1963 to June 1, 1966
_while on an overseas tour of
‘duty. During recent cere-
monies he was presented the
Air Force Commendation
Medal by the squadron com-
mander. Sgt. Roberts, through
his outstanding professional|
skill, knowledge and leader-

| ship, contributed immeasur-

uadron Commander, left, is shown
ommenda

‘Lably to the effectiveness of

ion Medal on Staff Sgt.

his Wing in the operations
area.
He is the son of the late J.
0. Roberts and Mrs. Roberts,
514 Avant. His wife, the for-
mer Miss Lila J. May and
their four sons, made their
home. with her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Edwin Dunlap, 226
Metz Drive, while the Ser-

geant was overseas.

He is now with Travis Air

Force Base assigned as
“Flight
visor”

Fairfield, California.

Progress Super-
and they reside in
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