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Solomon Brandenburgh
 (m. unknown wife)

Lived in Rheinland-Pfalz, Brandenburg, and/or Prussia, Germany

Solomon Brandenburgh (first name is tradition only: no proof)
b: ca 1685-1699, Duchy of Rheinland-Pfalz or Duchy of Brandenburg, Germany 

(tradition, birth estimated from known births of probable sons, 
town records in Germany)

m: ca 1719, unknown, Germany (estimated from oldest probable son's birth)
d: unknown, Germany (tradition)
bur: unknown, Germany (tradition)
occ: Noble or Prince (only tradition - not true)
fa: unknown Brandenburgh
mo: unknown

Unknown Wife
b: ca 1695-1700, unknown, Germany (estimated from oldest son's birth)
d: unknown, Germany (tradition)
bur: unknown, Germany (tradition)
fa: unknown
mo: unknown

CHILDREN - there were probably some daughters too, that are unknown as yet

*     1. Alexander Henry ‘Henry’ Brandenburg
b: ca 1718-1720, Brandenburg or Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany (estimate from 

oldest child's birth)
m: Anna [unknown], ca 1740, unknown, Germany (daughter's obit, Wills)
d: July 1793, New Market Dist., Frederick Co., MD (Will, estate)
bur: Brandenburg Farm Cem., on farm "Chance", near Kemptown, Frederick 

Co., MD (info. from the man who farmed Chance in the early 1900's when
the tombstones were on a hillside by road. No tombstones remain today)

*     2. William Henry/Wilhelm Heinrich ‘William’ Brandenburg Senior
b: 24 Aug 1722, probably Winkelbach, Parish of Hochstenbach, Rheinland-Pfalz, 

Germany (National Archives, record from hometown in Germany)
m: Ann [unknown] , unknown, Germany (National Archives)
d: 24 Mar 1796, Hampshire Co. (now Mineral Co.) W. Va. (land deed, 10)
bur: Old Lutheran Cem., Frederick, Frederick Co., MD (10)

(no proof - may have been buried in Hampshire Co., W. VA. or taken 
by boat on the Potomac River to Frederick to be buried with his wife.)

*     3. Samuel or Jacob Brandenburg (different first names are traditions in different 
branches of the Brandenburg family)

b: ca 1726, unknown, Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany (estimate from siblings’ births)
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m: Susannah Shuester, ca 1754, unknown, southeast PA (Keever family reunion
record). Susannah Shuester m. #2-Michael Keever, 1765 (Frances Baker)

d: ca 1763, unknown, southeast PA (Frances Baker)
bur: unknown, southeastern PA

(some of his descendants were at the meeting of the "Heirs of William 
Henry Brandenburg Senior" in Dayton, OH, in 1889)

*     4. Johannes/John Martin ‘Martin’ Brandenburg Senior
b: ca 1730, probably Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany (estimate, family Bible, 824)
m: #1-unknown wife, unknown, Germany (family Bible)
m: #2-unknown wife, unknown, Dec 1752-Dec 1755, unknown, S C (b. of 

only child, ship’s record)
d: 1790-1800, Orangeburg Co., S C (census, deed)
bur: probably Old St. Matthew's Lutheran Church Cem., Orangeburg Co., S C 

(family buried there, 838)
*      5. Christopher ‘Stoffel’ Brandenburg

b: ca 1732-1736, probably Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany (estimate of birth)
m: Mary Magdelena Wilhelm , ca 1775, Washington Co., MD (56)
d: May to Aug, 1802, Quick's Run, Lewis Co., KY (daughters' marriage licenses)
bur: probably at a cemetery or his farm in Quick’s Run, Lewis Co., KY (the

nearby cemeteries were checked and his gravestone was not found)
*     6. Matthias/Matthew ‘ Matthias’ Brandenburg

b: ca 1738, probably Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany (tradition)
m: Hester Wolgamot, ca 1763, Frederick Co., MD (birth of 1st child, Hester’s

father, Joseph Wolgamot’s residence and church in Washington Co., MD)
d: 20 Nov 1806, Crab Tree Corners, Clark (now Lincoln) Co., KY (tradition)

(possibly shot to death by William Hardin over a fight about cattle: 
information from descendants and the Hardin Co., KY History)

bur: probably a cemetery in Lincoln Co., KY
       7. male Brandenburg (this child is only a tradition in one branch of the family)

b: post 1838, unknown, Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany or United States (estimate)
m: none - died at age 16, either in Germany or the U S A (tradition)
d: just pre or post the Brandenburg men coming to the U S (tradition)
bur: unknown

THE BRANDENBURG FAMILY IN AMERICA
by Pat Bristley

The children of Alexander Henry Brandenburg are proved by his and his wife’s
will s. Matthias Brandenburg’s children are proved by a land deed. John Martin
Brandenburg’s children are proved by that branch’s family Bible. Christopher
Brandenburg’s children are proved by census records, church records, deeds, and
marriage records of his daughters. The names of most of the other children of the other
Brandenburg immigrants to the United States are not proved - but are fairly certain from
various records.



Ancestor of All - 3

Most Germans, both men and women, used their middle names as their "everyday
names."  Above (in quotation marks) are  the  names  these  men  went by in everyday
life. Usually their first names were baptismal names and were names from the Bible.

Tradition in different branches of the Brandenburgs state that: “ In 1754, some
Germans traveled from Philadelphia to Maryland by an Indian trail which ran through
what is now Lancaster, York and Adams Counties, Pennsylvania.” Tradition in one
branch of the family says: “There were seven brothers, and the youngest died in a horse
race just before or after coming to the United States of America. The other six brother all
came to the U. S.” Christopher may be one of the second generation, but some
genealogists say he was one of the brothers.

The descendants of the men named above, except for John Martin, kept going to
the same places, so we know that the families were all connected. All of the first six's
descendants were involved in trying to get a supposed confiscated estate of Solomon
Brandenburgh from Germany, except for the descendants of Alexander Henry, who never
became involved in the various court cases (at least to the knowledge of the author).

There are certain patterns I have found while studying the Brandenburg/Brande-
berry family. Quite a few of them lived well i nto their 90's. My great-grandfather, David
Christopher Franks, and his great-grandmother, Barbary/Barbara (Brandenburg) Franks
both lived to 98 years of age. There are twins in all branches of the family. Moreover,
there have been many teachers and professors through the years. Many of the
Brandenburgs and Brandeberrys (an offshoot of the Brandenburgs) in the 1800s were
Methodists. Brandenburg/Brandeberry men were in all the American wars from the
Revolution through the "Gulf War" and one was a General. Many in all branches of the
family have had distinct musical or artistic abilit y. Moreover, Brandenburg families had a
tendency to have more sons than daughters, although that is not true of all of them.

KNOWN BRANDENBURGS WHO CAME TO THE
UNITED STATES IN THE 1700’S

1.  John Anthony Brandenburg (same man as Johann Anton below) landed in Piladel-
phia on 30 September 1740 (ship’s record) - see also his sketch. It was formerly 
thought he was not connected with our Brandenburg family, but in the German 
Bridge to Germany, Vol. 2, his parish in the Rheinlan-Pfalz was the next parish to
where William Henry Brandenburg Senior lived (see below) so he was probably a 
cousin or uncle.

2. John Martin Brandenburg - his ship, Cunliff, landed in the Charleston, S. Carolina, 
harbor in September 1752, (S C Hist. Soc. Library, Charleston, S C)

3. Barbary Brandenburgh came to Philadelphia, in 1743. She was born in Switzerland -
see below (ship’s record). Probably not a member of our family.

4. Alexander Henry Brandenburg came to the United States in 1750 (tradition) or 1754
(daughter’s obituary).

5. William Henry Brandenburg  arrived in Philadelphia on 15 September 1752 on the 
ship Two Brothers (ship’s record).
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6. Jacob Brandenburg #1 was born in 1716 and came to the United States in 1737 
(record found in his hometown in the Rheinland-Pfalz, Germany).

7. Jacob Brandenburg #2 came to Philadelphia, PA, on the 4 Nov 1766 (ship’s record).  
No later trace of this man has been found.

8. Margaret Brandenburg (I.G.I., and New Jersey marriages - see below)

MARGARET BRANDENBURG RECORDS
New Jersey Marriages, 1665-1800, Willi am Nelson, (no info.), sent to me by Irene
Forrer, Dayton, Ohio.

Brandenburg, Margaret of Burlington, married George Hoffer of Burlington on 21
September, 1775.
New Jersey International Genealogical Index (I.G.I.)

John, son of ? and Margaret Brandenburg, baptized 27 December 1772, St.
Mary’s Church, Burlington, Burlington County, New Jersey.

Note: Burlington, New Jersey is across the Delaware River from Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, so it is close to where most of the Brandenburgs entered the United States.

JOHN ANTHONY AND WILLIAM HENRY BRANDENBURG RECORDS
Palatine Families, Some Immigrants to the Middle Colonies, 1717-1776, and of
European Origin, (Henry Z. Jones Jr. Pub., Univ. City, CA, 1991), at the Tunkhannock
Historical Soc., Wyoming County, Pennsylvania, p. 43.

JOHANN ANTON BRANDENBURGER
Joh. Anton Brandenburger from Niederhattert in the parish of Altstadt sold his

estate to someone in Kirburg for 40 Rthlr. 15 alb., less 17 Rthlr. 20 alb. debts; he is to pay
2 Rthlr. 13 alb. for what he took away. In yet another section of this document, it was
added that he had nothing, and so was gracefully exempted from payment. It was then
recorded that he moved to America in 1740. File #340/3891 details more on the sale of
his property and names his wife Anna Ursula. In the file dated 1743, it was noted that
Wilhelm Brandenburger from Anteroth in the parish of Altstadt, being the guardian of his
late brother Donges Brandenburger’s children who are presently abroad, has on 4 May
1742 sold all the inheritance at Niederhattert for 30 Rthr. (343 Sayn-Hachenburg
Rechnungen). [See Westerwald to America, pp. 40-41, for more on this man].

WILHELM HEINRICH BRANDENBURGER
Wilhelm Heinr ich Brandenburger of Winkelbach in the parish of Hochstenbach

went to America in 1752 (343 Sayn-Hachenburg Rechnungen). “Will em Henrich
Brandenburger” was a passenger on the ship Two Brothers arriving in Philadelphia in
1752 (S-H, I, p.479).
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BARBARA  (BRANDENBURG) HEGJ  RECORDS
Lists of Swiss Emigrants in the 18th Century to the American Colonies, Vol. 1, by
Faust, sent to me by Mrs. Joseph T. Brandenburg, Greer, S C, in May 1993.

Wisendangen
Very Reveredm Learned and Esteemed Dean!

In response to the command of the authorities, I am sending a list of those who
emigrated  from  their  fatherland  between  1743-1744,  and  were  destined  for  the New
World.

June 21, 1743
Rudolf Hegj, baptized 12/6/1743

he married on 3/3/1723:
Barbara Brandenburger, baptized 4/20/1696

their children:
Suszanna, 4/2/1724
Rudolf, 2/13/1729
Hans Jacob, 6/1/1732
Jacob, 4/2/1738 Signed,

Hans Jacob Berger, Pastor”

The Brandenburg Family, by E. Craig Brandenburg, (small self-published book at the
Dayton, Ohio, Main Library on East Third Street.

Speech Given by Jennie Dye
At the time of the Reformation, as may be seen in history, some of the Princes of

the Royal House of Brandenburg, became adherents of the new religion. They renounced
the Catholic faith and identified themselves strongly upon the side of Protestantism, while
others of the family held to the Mother Church, remaining Catholic. Those who have read
the history of that dreadful time know how wide the chasm became between the Catholics
and Protestants, and how the fires of the Inquisition burned until thousands of li ves had
been sacrificed. The malice that was engendered at that time did not die out for centuries.

This lingering hatred between the schisms of the Church - between the Catholic
and Protestant was very strong and active, yet in the year 1700, at which point or even
earlier, history touches hands with the family tradition of the Brandenburgs. This family
tradition which was handed down with sure or less distinctness in the several family lines
of the American Brandenburgs, points out the reason why the first of our ancestors left
their native land and came to America.

It was told as follows by my grandfather to his children: About 1700 A D a
Catholic procession was passing through the streets of Berlin. This procession was

headed by a distinguished Loyalist who stood in high favor with the reigning Prince of
Brandenburg, who was himself a Catholic. It was expected and commanded that every
man whom this procession passed should take off his hat in token of honor to the great

personage, who in glittering regalia rode at the head of the procession.
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Two brothers Brandenburg (one of whom is said to have had the name of
Solomon), stood watching the procession. These brothers were near relatives of the
reigning Prince, the Catholic Elector of Brandenburg, but they were Protestants and they
not only refused to take off their hats to a Catholic dignitary, but they even spoke
contemptuously of him. This was reported to their relative. The Elector of Brandenburg
was angered by their action and sent forth an edict confiscating their estate. This act was
followed by persecution until the two offending brothers fled to Holland [sic], where they
lived out the remaining years of their li ves, and where the sons of Solomon Brandenburg
married  and  reared  families of their own [sic], but never regained their possessions in
the Province of Brandenburg.

In 1752, Wilhelm Heinrich (or Hanson) Brandenburg and his brother, Matthias,
two sons of Solomon Brandenburg, brought their families to America [sic-Matthias was
married in America] and settled near Winchester, Va [sic]. Later three other brothers of
the Brandenburg family settled in the same locality. The names of the last three were
Henry [Alexander Henry] Jacob, and John Martin Brandenburg [sic]. The one of the last
five Brandenburgs who interests us the most is Wilhelm [Willi am Henry Senior]
Brandenburg, for he was our common ancestor. He married in Holland [sic] and brought
his wife and three children with him. His fourth child was born on the way to America.
The entire family consisted of f ive sons and three daughters. The sons’ names were
Aaron, Henry, John, Willi am and Matthias [sic - also Samuel] and the daughters were
Elizabeth, Marier [sic - Maria], and Ever Catherine [sic-Eva Catharina].

I have in my possession considerable history of each of Willi am H. Brandenburg’s
sons, but only a small amount concerning his daughters. There is no time to detail that
history. Many persons in this assembly are the descendants of Jacob Brandenburg, who
was born in Maryland, June 20, 1784, married Salome Krammer June 5, 1815, came to
Ohio in the fall of 1817, settled in Montgomery county on the grounds where the insane
asylum is now located [State Hospital on Wayne Avenue in Dayton, Ohio]. They lived
there six years and used the water from the large spring that now supplies the Hospital.
Note: The parts inside the brackets are what I added because those parts are known to be
incorrect. The early records are by Jennie (Brandenburg) Dye, daughter of John Adam
and Mary (Kauffman) Brandenburg. Jennie Dye was born in 1842 in Butler Township,
Montgomery County, Ohio, (near Dayton). The grandfather she speaks of as telli ng the
stories, was Jacob Brandenburg (who married Salome Kramer). He was the grandson of
one of the original immigrants, Willi am Henry Brandenburg Senior. Jennie Dye gave the
above speech at a Brandenburg family reunion in Dayton “many years ago.”

Monocacy and Catoctin, Vol. 2, p.620, C. E. Schildknecht, edi., (Frederick, MD, 1910),
Pat Bristley Library. Also at the Burr-Artz Library, Frederick, Maryland.

Benjamin Shuff and Margaret Myers, genealogists of Frederick, were among
those consulted by a team of researchers in genetics about the mysterious amylodosis,

alleged disease of Middletown Valley. Dr. Victor A. McKusick, leader of the
investigation by Moore Clinic of the John Hopkins Hospital wrote to banker Shuff that
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the study of the so-called Harshman disease began with the Harne family of the
Hagerstown area in the 1960’s. ‘The Harnes married into the Pryor  family and then later
intermarried with Shuffs, Brandenburgs, Sensenbaughs, and Blickenstaffs, to name but
a few. This alleged genetic disabilit y, also known as Marfan Syndrome, was said to occur
especially in Switzerland. It had some symptoms similar to arthriti s with a ‘numbness and
tingling’ of the hands and feet. In reply about his ancestors, Benny wrote a letter to the
John Hopkins Hospital researchers explaining that family records unfortunately had been
torn from his parents’ Bible, but he confirmed his lineage from Benjamin Sr. to Willi am
H., as given above. He confirmed that Mrs. Oscar Brandenburg was a relative and that
the Shuffs were related to the Sensenbaughs, Blickenstaffs, and Pryors.  A Miss Pryor
married Dr. Hauver of Middletown, whose son was a surgeon at the Hagerstown
hospital. Benny wrote that his father’s sister, Melli e, married a Blickenstaff  of near
Hagerstown, and that one of their sons was an attorney in Baltimore.

The sickness has been described as a mild paralysis in mid-li fe. Swiss emigrants
were said to have brought it in their genes from the Alps, where certain kinds of snows
were used as cures. Although no final report on the Harshman disease had been available
to me, apparently it was concluded that Benny’s own disabilit y with arthriti s was not
typical of the malady. Although a few of the families of Catoctin and Hauver’s Districts,
such as Warrenfeltz, are of Swiss origin, M. Mahloudji , was assigned later to this
research in the Valley. Among the other families suspected to have examples of the
disabilit y were Buhrman, Gaver, Grossnickle, Freshour, Harp, Hoover, Leatherman,
Kline, Palmer and Toms. Men and women were believed to be equally susceptible.
There were speculations, according to Dr. James Sensenbaugh, that the Blickenstaff
emigrants were related to Kaiser Wilhelm Hohenzollern, another victim of the malady.

Note: All the above families shown in bold type are know to have intermarried with the
Brandenburgs, and some or the rest of the families could have intermarried with them or
with families that had intermarried with them. Possibly it to have been relatives of the
Hollenzollerns. This might be one more proof that it was the Brandenburgs who
introduced the disease, with their genes, since according to family traditions they were
supposed to be closely connected with the rulers of Brandenburg-Prussia, and through
them to Kaiser Wilhelm Hohenzollern.


