Early Development of Bee County

The first Spanish grant in the area was made to Carlos Martinez in 1789.

The first permanent settlers, Jeremiah 0'Tool, his sons Martin and Michael,
and James O'Reilly, sailed from Ireland in 1826.

In 1826, Jeremiah O'Tool rode horseback from New York to the Aransas Creek
after he had heard that Irishmen could get land grants from the Mexican
government. He was accompanied by his son-in-law, James O'Reilly.

Women and children arrived in 1829. Mr. O'Tool's wife and his brother,
Dominique, and the latter's children, Ellen, Martin, Michael, and John,
joined him. They built a log house there. The isoclated ocak log home of O'Tool
stood on San Patricio-La Bahia Road; his family fled repeatedly from Indians
or invading armies.

Other early settlers included D. S. Page and his wife (the latter was a
practical physician and administered to the sick people of the area), D. C.
Grover, William Leahy and his son, Phil, Hugh J. ©'Reilly, B. F. Burris, Jack
Barry, P. F. Latting, William Kennedy, D. R. May, Nicholas Dunn, John Hynes.
Phil Welder; and Jerry and Michael Corrigan.

During the Texas Revelution many of the settlers fled to New Orleans, but
most returned, and in the 1840s and 1850s a small but steady stream of
settlers moved to the area. Mest toock up ranching, which was ideally suited
for the broad open expanses of grasslands.
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