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TO THE READER.

No trial ever held in Northwest Missouri ever
created such intense pxoitement as - the trial of Albert
P. and Charles E. Talbott, for the murder of their
ether v P. H, Talbott, So great has been the desire
Lo et the frall '|-|'l|-.':'.:-..|;'.'|_-_-lﬂ.-i :_1i' the II':::I..I that tie :|'-!:I.'I':".'-
ville Heprdlican conecluded. to publish a complete history
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ve crime and teial, taken from the notes of its short-
hand reporter. The publishers have aimed at facts, in-
stead of sensation. To those who want a faithful and

cofrect historv of the trial, this book is inscribed.




CHAPTER I.
INTRODUCTORY,

A September night in all i ts: beauty: a full moon
strugrling through masses of rifted clouds: a farm
house nestled in dlnrtr. rthe trees, such & the seene to
which we transport our readers. A silent form CrEEps
stealthily up to a window from which streams the light
of the evening lamp. There is a flash, a stunning report,
a shivenngrof glass, a shrick from 11|[|"1'| and the hushand
and father, pierced by the assassin’s bullet, falls bleeding
and dying in Im micdst of his family

Home is the most zacred of [I|:i|‘:|:'r-. and should be
the most secere: do wonder, then, that when the news
came that Dr. Perey H. Talbot, a2 prominent citizen  of
Nodaway county, Missouri, had been shot down onhis
own hearth-stone, the entire. community, in which he
lived, was thrown in a state of terrible excitement. Who
could have done the bloody deed ? What was its object P

That ourreaders may more fully understand what
follows, a short sketch of the murdered man, and his
halats of life, will not be amiss.

D'r. Perry H. Talbott was born in Fairfield county,
Ohio, on the sth of February, 1827. Here he grew to
manhood, receiving a good education, In the year 1849
he graduated from 1111 ‘-u!u rling: medical w.-.llr--m of Cal-
umbus, Ohio, with honor to himself and elass, Farly in
the next year, he started to seek his fortune in the far
distant west. In Northwest Missouri he found a home
and friends, In the year 1852, he joined the llun:mg of
gold seekers, ‘then -;.r-:.n'.thl‘.-;' to California. The year
1853 apnin found him back in Missourl, Soon after his
return he met Miss Belle McFarland, of Page County,




many charms, and 10 Apnil,
1854, the two were united in marmage,  From. all
Talbott was a .;-.wir:ﬁ borderer. He was
fond of ca rcln and tradition stll spea " his - skall in
that direction. As a skillful phy reputation
-la.-m.ql for and wide. When the country was DEWw il
thinly se ttled. his professional v |-.|~ extended for miles in
every direction, Dr. Talbott :-! his old gray mule are
historical figures in the anm: s of Modaway county.

He accumulated property rapidly, : wnel became guite
prominent in local politics. He represented the county
in the legislature in the years 1550 and 1557, and made a
During the war he espouse ]

weon of the Twenty-

lowa, was smitten by her

accounts B

oo lm-ml as a legislator.

h- side of the Union, and was s

ffth Missouri Volunteers.
After the war he once

4 LA entered the |||1Iili|.:'.|.!|
arena, and became an aspirant for congressional honors.

He was a candidate belore different conventions, but

failed of a nom 111'.1"|-n| [n 1872 he made the race for

congress as an Indepe adent Democrat on the (¥ Connor
ticket. In 1876, he became ‘,‘-='-=""||I‘-:'II'|-. e ] with
the Grees 1|Il.|.|.] I .|.||I'II Moy EimneEnL, A | devoter 1% Entire
g of that pa I|'-.-l||-.| was recognized

t prominent anl

"'I]:'I'\-"'IZ"'H Lo |]II' N T e et
throughout the State as one of the mos
enthusiastic lecturers.  He rok an active and leading
|-.'|"'l in all the State and NMational eonventiens of lus
party, his spee ches, espec ..l ly the one befor the Toledo
convention, obtaining 4 wide notoriety. .

He was & man ol 1~|.1l more than erdinary abilicy, and
cdomitable will, His egotism was wounderful,
was fully as greatas his egotism, . He
-|'l.l.||-|' rs peated the [ e

had an
and his ambition
seemed to think that upon his
the country, He, ne doubt, classed himsell with the
sblest statesmen of the age. 1 hie over-weening esti-
mate of himself, often 1 riciculous in the
eyes of s friends.

[n appearance, he was tall and of rather commanding
presence,  His hair and. beard wers as datk as the
raven's wing, and his eyes were deep-set, restless and of
luish gray, A times they had the uneasy ex-
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As a friend and neighbor, Dr. Talbott always stood
'|'|i_|_|1"|| AmOongE those who koew him, As a husband and
{ather, he seemed to have no affection whatever. His
home was the abode of discard and the demon strife
seemed to reign supreme, He took.no pleasure in beau
tfying or .L.I.m ing his home and was miserly inall that
pertained to it. He took no pride’in his children, and to
all appearance cared |1n1]1||':- for their moral or temporal
welfare, They grew up neglected, and when yvoung were
like untamed Indians., Tt was no unosual sight to see
ane of his little daughters dash across the prasie on her
pony, barehack and astride, or :e.L;Jl'.--.li:Jg erect and niding
like a veteran circus performe

The house was an arsenil nl small arms, and both girls
and boys were familiar with, their use. It was cheerless
and comfortless, and looked more like the abode of
extreme poverty, than that of a man in comfortable
circumstances.

CHAFTER 11.
THE ASSASSINATION.

13 Talbott, at the time of his death, was the editor of
the Greenback Standard, a paper published at Maryville,
Mo, His home was seven miles southeast of the aty,
But the greater portion of his time was spent in town.
His assassination occurred on the evening of September
18, 1880, The following, taken from the Maryville
Republican, gives full particulars of the awful erime:

All remember the terrible excltement which pe n’uh-ql
all elasses when, some fow years SIRCE, A m.m by the
name of Tansy was discovered traveling throug h the
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country with the gory corpses of five mangl led, murdered
victims in his wagon, The populace arose in their fury,
and swift vengeance was meted out to |=mm_. Since that
time Nodaway {__umr ty has not been thrilled with '-u.ILﬂ
horror as when the News came last Sabbath that Dr. P
H. Talbott had been foully assassinated in the midst of .
his family, The Doctor attended the Fair Saturday and
returned home about six o'clock, when he found a call
awaiting him to visit a sick child at Mr, Leighty’s, w ho |
resides some three miles south of him.  He returned
about nine o'clock, put up his horse, and  went into the
house, His wife and his-son Albert were in the room,
the rest of the family having re tired. He hande |'i Albert .
a copyright of a speech which | he is hav ing printed. Mrs.
Talbott was I:-L:n_;_[ on the bed with her head toward the
foot. Albert was sitting by the table on the north side
of the room, his arm. on the window-sill, The Doctor
had taken off his coat and was sitting on the bed when
the fatil shot was fired.  The testimony of Mrs. Talbott
and Albert will give full particulars of the shooting, with

their version of the aiffair,
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the west, and which was used by Dr. Talbott and his wife gs a gl
ng-room, and by the family a5 4 sidivgroom;

A—18 the hbad with th &= hitad HETH g thie vwall

I—Hloae.

W—Windows.

T—A table where the Doctor was accnsoined o wrte, and on
which:a lamp was burning,

E—Ta where his son Albert was sitting rwith ||~..| ight arm resting on
the window, Fhrough which the fatal shot was fire

B—1Is the pesition of Dr. Talbott—in o ‘:iz'::ng posture on the side
of the bed.

CeIs where the bullet struck the wall afier passing t hrouagh' Tir.
Talbote’s hody

E-In I| i£ corner were two loaded sha tring, ong of which wis

eized Ty Albert when he  fan ot to discover the nsssssin.

The door on the zouth side eads ante a hall, which mns throngh
this cénter of the hovse,

Mrs, Talbott was Iving down, with her head at thie foot-of the bed:

The Doctor was struck in the right breast, the ball
passing clear through him, drawing blood on the calf ot
the leg of his wife, and .=il'|'i|{i|1-- in lJ1-' plastering. The
ball iz a large, conical one, weighing an ounee and 2 half,
.!:-I'illj_[ fiall ]'.lr;_{i' ENOITE b o he gt -':-||| ol i sh oL,

He had his Jhll disp to s breas stwhen the ball struek
him and his thumb and middle finger was shot off,.  His
wound was indeed, a fearful one.  To most men it would
have meant almost instant death, but the iron will of the
Plactor sustained him until two o'clock the following after
noon, wien he telt hiz end a pproae 1|||-.'-' His I-.;=;|'|‘J;i'|_-.' WiEre
called around him,and he took each by the hand and
bade one and all 4 sad farewell, At two and a hali
oclock v, o his éyes closed in death, and all was over.

Hearing of the trapedy early Sunday morning, we
drove out to the Doctor’s residence, reaching it about
eleven o'clock a. v We found him in a dingy room,
the diagram of which has just been given. It was a
most uninviting looking place.  The floor was bare, the
|||':] |__|-::|‘-|'. ll'.l.' windows coversd 1.'.'I-'.:'| I_|'|_-':_||| |-i'|:'!_: 4_'|,:|'|_'¢|.§||:-1,
and every thing about the room bore the looks of poverty
.'mu‘. decay. He was very weak from loss of blood, but
his mind seemed perfectly clear. He was the same Dr,
Talbott as in health,  Hhsiron will =:1|'|-:.-'-.','-e_'-.| itself in every
action, his ruling |>..~.~Lr-n in every word,  The cold, cruel
hand of Death could not divert his |,1|r||_l from that which
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had been its coal for years. Reaching forth his hand as
a5 ,;-;-=||:':|}' asif he were ;_:I_Iill;_; on a _ill'."II-"_'.' for a day, he
exclaimed : *l am plad o see you, Speak well of me
when | am gone ; [ would do.as much for ::'I"l'.l.“ s
God " he groaned, “this is terrible.  Shot down like a
dog in my own house! Abraham Lincoln was assassi-
nated because he dared to free a race, I, because | dared
to speak against the money power of the land.”
“Dactor,”! we asked, “doe you have any idea who o did this
this tertible crime 2 He shook his head sadly, and said :
Mo, I have none, | have no enemies that | know of, who
would do such a deed. | sometimes think my opposition

alarmed the bankers

tn national banks has so aroused and
that they have sSent i secr
me.  Just think” ke added with price,
was ready to publish a book which would have revoly
tionized the whole system of finance.  Last week | was
in correspondence with a candidate, [Chambers—En.]
for the Vice Presidency of the United States, and now,
here 1am shot down in the midst of my family by some
) ois - hard |
of spirit and

& plow of

cursed assassin, - My life’s work o
"Tiz- hard " ‘and he groaned in
turned away his head,
This was the only time- we saw lum express any
emotion. He bore his sufferings without complaint.  As
far as we know, not a wordd of the future escaped him.
When Sheriff Tocl found:the buller, and it was shown
him, |'_-r-;|||_'_i-:'|ll._ remarked : “That means death,” But
he struggled manfully agai to the end, and only
yielded to the grim monster at the last moment.

After his death a Coroner's jury was summoned and
the following testimony of Mrs, Talbott and Albert threw
all the light on the homicide which is known at present:

TESTIMONY OF MRS, TALBOTT.

Fathott, T am wife of decepsed ; o
i meehit of this Homaeigde, the
i Palbiogt, were 10 thie moom., where

e s on the second floo

pectively eleven and thineen vears
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